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REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES   

Monday, February 26, 2024 at 9:00 a.m.   

First 5 Monterey County (F5MC) ♦ 1125 Baldwin Street ♦ Salinas, CA 
 

Call to Order:  Chair Lopez called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Commissioner Lewis led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call: A legal quorum was present.   

Commissioners present: Chris Lopez (Chair), Caryn Lewis (Vice-Chair), Katy Eckert, Monica Lal, Lori Medina, 

and Clarisa Reyes-Becerra.  

Commissioners absent: Cristina Sotelo (Secretary) 

Staff in attendance: Francine Rodd, Executive Director; Sonja Koehler, Bright Beginnings Director; Cristina De 

Orta, Program Support; Rosemary Soto, Director of Racial Equity and Strategic Partnerships; Carlos Vera, 

Data and Evaluation Specialist; Jenn Rigney, Director of Evaluation and Learning; and Joanna Jensen, 

Administrative Manager (Recorder) 

 

Additions or Corrections to the Agenda: None. 

Public Comment Period:  Members of the audience desiring to address the Commission may do so during this time.  

Public comments on items not already on the agenda will be accepted. Protocol for action includes staff presentations, 

questions from the Commission, public input, deliberation, and voting/referral by the Commission. 

No public comments were made. 

 

Information Items: These are information items, no action to be taken by the Commission. 

1. Executive Director Report by Strategy - Francine Rodd, Executive Director 

ED Rodd reviewed highlights of the Board Briefer for Item 1. 

Action Items: Protocol for action items includes Staff presentations, questions from the Commission, public input, 

deliberation, and voting/referral by the Commission. 

2. First 5 California Annual Report for FY 2022/23  – Francine Rodd, Executive Director 

ACTION:  

a. CONDUCTED Public Hearing – Chair Lopez opened the Public Hearing. No comments were made. 

Chair Lopez closed the Public Hearing.  

b. A motion was made by Commissioner Reyes-Becerra and seconded by Commissioner Lewis to 

ACCEPT.  The Commissioners unanimously ACCEPTED the First 5 California Annual Report for 

FY 2022/23.  

Consent Agenda: Items on the consent calendar are to be considered routine and will be enacted by one motion followed 

by a vote. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless the Commission, audience, or staff request specific 

items be removed from the consent calendar for separate discussion and action. Any agenda item removed will be voted 

upon following the motion to approve the consent calendar.  

3. January 22, 2023 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes – APPROVED 
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4. CORRECTION: December 4, 2023 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes - APPROVED 

5. Bright Beginnings Report – ACCEPTED 

6. Policy, Advocacy, and Communications Team Monthly Report – ACCEPTED 

7. Consideration of Compensation for Executive Director – APPROVED a lump sum merit payment of 

2.5% of the Executive Director’s actual wages earned during the review period, as allowed in the current 

Policy Manual under Article 3, Section 3.  

ACTION: A motion was made by Commissioner Reyes-Becerra and seconded by Commissioner Eckert to 

Approve the Consent Agenda. The motion was unanimously approved.  

Commissioner Comments/Announcements – All Commissioners 

Receive Commissioner reports/updates on items relevant to early childhood development. 

 

Commissioner Medina – On Thursday, February 29th Supervisor Wendy Root Askew‘s office is hosting a Town 

Hall Meeting to gather community input on the project to re-envision the Department of Social Services building 

in Seaside. 

 

Commissioner Lal – The California Chamber of Commerce has created two additional seats for one year for 

small and midsize chambers.  Commissioner Lal has been appointed to one of the seats.  

 

Commissioner Eckert –  

- On Thursday, February 29th, the Behavioral Health Commission will be presented information on Prop 1. 

- Monterey County Health Department is working on a Bridge Housing project at the old Pueblo Del Mar 

complex that would provide wrap around services for individuals who are unhoused or at the risk of 

being unhoused and are involved in the Behavioral Health System. The first cohort of individuals 

accepted will be those involved in supporting reunification of children in the foster care system with 

their families.  

 

Commissioner Lewis – Expressed appreciation for the work staff, J. Rigney and C. Vera, did to move the School 

Readiness Assessment forward to the Community Readiness Assessment. 

 

Chair Lopez – Shared that he was pleased to see the completion of a project to bring street lights to San Lorenzo.  

As a community far from opportunity, it has not had the basic necessities including street lights. It now has a 

total of 32 streetlights (more than double what was expected).  He urged staff to stay vigilant advocating for the 

needs of community and continuing to have faith that we will succeed.  .   

Adjournment: Chair Lopez adjourned the meeting at 10:01 a.m. 

  


